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Madame Chair,   

Distinguished delegates, 

 

It is with sincere regret that I am not able to attend this session to deliver the statement in person. 

Therefore, I am grateful for the opportunity to circulate this statement to introduce to you the report of the 

Committee for Programme and Coordination on its fifty-sixth session, which was held from 31 May to 24 

June 2016, as contained in document A/71/16.  

The report contains important conclusions and recommendations reflecting the Committee’s 

responsibility to review the Secretary-General’s programme of work, with particular attention to 

programme changes arising out of decisions adopted by intergovernmental organs and conferences or 

which are proposed by the Secretary-General. In this respect, the Committee examined the programme 

performance of the biennium 2014-2015, consolidated changes to the biennial programme plan for 2016-

2017, the Proposed Strategic Framework for the period 2018-2019 and the triennial review of three 

evaluation reports issued by the Office of Internal Oversight Services.  

In discharging its function to assist the Economic and Social Council in the performance of its 

coordination functions within the United Nations system, the Committee reviewed the annual overview 

report of the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination as well as the annual report 

on the United Nations system support for the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and made 

recommendations in this respect.  

With regard to the programme performance for 2014-2015, the Committee recommended that 

the General Assembly take note of the report of the Secretary-General on the programme performance of 

the United Nations for the biennium 2014-2015. 

As regards the programme budget for the period 2016-2017, the Committee made 

recommendations to change the narrative of programme 3, Disarmament, programme 6, Legal affairs, 

programme 7, Economic and social affairs, programme 8, Least developed countries, landlocked 

developing countries and small island developing States, programme 9, United Nations support for the 

New Partnership for Africa’s Development, programme 10, Trade and development, programme 11, 

Environment, programme 12, Human settlements, programme 13, International drug control, crime and 

terrorism prevention and criminal justice, programme 14, Gender equality and empowerment of women, 

programme 15, Economic and social development in Africa, programme 16, Economic and social 

development in Asia and the Pacific, programme 17, Economic development in Europe, programme 18, 

Economic and social development in Latin America and the Caribbean, programme 19, Economic and 

social development in Western Asia, programme 20, Human rights, and programme 22, Palestine 

refugees.   
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Distinguished delegates, 

The Committee examined the proposed strategic framework for the period 2018-2019, 

comprising of Part One: plan outline, and Part Two: the biennial programme plan. I am pleased to 

inform you that the Committee was able to reach consensus and provide substantive guidance and 

recommendations on all of the 28 Programmes presented to it.  

With regard to the plan outline, the Committee recommended that the General Assembly 

approve the eight priorities for the period 2018-2019, as set out in paragraph 35 of the plan outline 

contained in document A/71/6 (Part one). In view of the differences among Member States on some 

aspects of the plan outline, the Committee recommended that the General Assembly review the plan 

outline at its seventy-first session, under the agenda item entitled “Programme planning”. The 

Committee, regarding the biennial programme plan, made specific recommendations on each of the 28 

programmes before it.  

Turning now to the question of evaluations, the Committee decided to defer consideration – to 

its fifty-seventh session – of the reports of the Office of Internal Oversight Services on the triennial 

review of the implementation of recommendations on the programme evaluation of the United Nations 

Environment Programme and on the triennial review of the implementation of recommendations on the 

programme evaluation of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  

As regards the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services on the triennial review of the 

implementation of recommendations on the programme evaluation of the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime, the Committee expressed its appreciation to OIOS for the triennial review of the 

implementation of recommendations made by the Committee at its fifty-third session on the programme 

evaluation of UNODC and agreed with the conclusion of OIOS that UNODC had implemented four of 

the five recommendations. The Committee expressed its confidence that continued emphasis on 

implementing its recommendations regarding reform at the headquarters of UNODC would not disrupt or 

adversely affect the quality of programmes undertaken by UNODC in the field. It made other specific 

recommendations to the General Assembly, including in the areas of results-based management, 

fundraising and integrated knowledge management.  

 

Distinguished delegates, 

Let me now turn to coordination questions. The Committee recommended that the General 

Assembly take note of the annual overview report of the United Nations System Chief Executives 

Board for Coordination for 2015.  

As regards the United Nations system support for the New Partnership for Africa’s 

Development, the Committee welcomed the report of the Secretary-General on United Nations system 

support for the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and recommended that the General Assembly 

endorse the conclusions and recommendations contained in paragraphs 112 to 121 of that report. It made 

specific recommendations, including on the content of future annual reports; the Office of the Special 

Adviser on Africa and its activities; the activities and responsibilities of the UN system; as well as on a 

number of thematic aspects, including the role played by the development of hard infrastructure in Africa.  

Last but not least,  under its agenda item 6: Report(s) of the Joint Inspection Unit, the 

Committee decided to defer consideration of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit entitled “Analysis of 

the evaluation function in the United Nations system” and the comments of the Secretary-General and 

those of CEB thereon to its fifty-seventh session. 

 

Thank you, Madame Chair.  

_____________ 


